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Cycling - it's a people thing

The Department of Transport announced on 21 January increased fundinglifty Eggland. Annual funding
will rise from £10M this year, to £20M in the next financial yaad £60M for both 2009/10 and 2010/11.

This is good news. Readers may remember the hopes of quadruplmgeydy 2012 when the National
Cycling Strategy was launched back in 1996. However that was sagléhan done. Looking back over the
last ten years it seems that schemes which seemed tottliave ilo with cycling produced the biggest impact
with such examples as the London Congestion Charge or a 14km bus poigtétyn Bristol which

re-allocated road space to the benefit of cyclists as wblisss. Perhaps public concern about rising levels of
obesity may lead to the breaking down of the barriers to morengycli

The money will allow an extra 500,000 10 year-olds across Englanketpaat in Bikeability cycle training by
2012, build another 250 Safe Links to Schools and create as many as X0yolmg Demonstration Towns in
England, as well as the first large Demonstration City. CGol¢entry be that city?

A Transport Minister launching an initiative to promote cyclingatlfirst you don't succeed try, try again!



Sustrans wins the lottery!

Number of |Percentage of
votes total vote

Sustrans' Connect2 119,348‘ 41.69%
Black Country

Project

0,
Urban Park 83,556 29.19%
S_hgrwood: the 48,822 17 05%
Living Legend
Eden Project: The 34,559 12.07%

Edge

Sustrans won the People's £50 Million National Lottery Giveawayprhiject is planned in Coventry, but work
has started on a cycle and pedestrian link from the heart of Kethilto Warwick University and Berkswell. It
will encourage people living in Kenilworth to use a more environmgrftaédindly mode of transport for
commuting than single occupancy private car.

Just before Christmas there was some clearance work done ortigagatd trees to widen the path. Work has
started on laying 4,400 metres of surfaced footpath/cycleway fmrar@y Road towards Burton Green and
on an access ramp to the bridleway which will become part ointhéol Warwick University.

David Rolinson

Sadly David Rolinson died last November. He was a life longstyatid a long time member of Cyclic. He
was never happier than when out cycling. Unfortunately he had become teadyrte cycle in recent years
but kept up an interest via the Cyclic newsletters. He contrilautediticle last year. He leaves his wife Audrey
and children Nerys, Mary, Peter, Esther and six grandchildren.

Reasons for not paying "Road Tax" Number 1

The annual Vehicle Excise Duty for private vehicles emittisg than 100 grammes of carbon dioxide $CO
per kilometer is zero.

During exercise we breathe 50 litres of air per minute. I€yade at 20 kilometres per hour, that's 150 litres per
kilometre. Air weighs about 1.2 grams per litre, so that's 1&Mgiof air per kilometre. Exhaled air contains
less than 5% Cg&) so a cyclist exhales less than ten grams of carbon dioxid@qeetre.

So even if we were cars our emmisions would be so low we wouldrétnydlying! And we pay tax on every
drop of petrol and diesel oil we use!



Tackling Sky Blue Way

Far Gosford Street used to be the busiest routeyfdists entering the city centre. As you are ituip aware, Coventry Council,
under the banner of Sustainable Transport and tdespi objections, made it one-way without a cdtdvafor cyclists. Extensions
to the pavement and car parking bays on both séde® insufficient space for cycling down the hallthough some people do try..
No doubt if a crash happens the council can rdyit was the cyclist's fault not theirs. Blamenagement is a vital skill.

As an alternative we can use the bus lane on Skg Blay. This will be dangerous if you cycle toosedo the kerb. Here's some
photos of how to avoid an crash:

After passing the North-South road roundabout pkeell It's clear to all that I'm following the lane off the right. As I'm not

away from the side of the lane. The photographstaisding  changing my position within the lane there's nodrfee me to
on a build out. negotiate my move to the right.

Past the junction | can move back to the left, ilegplenty Down Sky Blue Way | keep to the left , but far eigbufrom the
of room for the taxi. kerb to ensure that following drivers do notice anel are less

inclined to squeeze past. Even if they do, I'vample "escape
zone" to my left.

L AW
400 metres down the road is the roundabout. Asakimg | keep away from the kerb, as the road bends téetheThere's
the second left I'm well away from the kerb. plenty of room for motorists to overtake by usihg tight hand
lane, but | don't want to be squeezed into the kgrimotorists
cutting the corner.




The Green Wheel of Peterborough

For anyone who likes a ride with a difference | can recommendGFéen Wheel of Peterborough”. It is a 40
mile ride encircling Peterborough - 18.5 miles of which is off-r@dthough the route is fairly well
sign-posted it would be safer to follow it using a map. If you tledéo Peterborough by train you could cycle
out along one of the spokes of the wheel to reach the rim, thus addingeatra miles. Of course you could
ride part of the route and return via a different spoke to the st&#&dare embarking on this project, | suggest
that you obtain the detailed leaflet from Peterborough's touriseoffi

By car, the best place to start is at Alwalton where tisgpéenty of space to park near the church. Having
ridden the route in both directions, | prefer to go round clockwise winels gou a lovely downhill run just
after Haddon. From there it's nearly flat on quiet roads for abautriles back to Alwalton.

The following is aroutline only of the route:- Alwalton, Marholm, Etton, Glinton, Peakidkwborough, Eye,
Stanground, Farcet, Haddon, Aylington, Alwalton.

If you are a railway enthusiast you may not mind having to waib U tminutes for the mainline, manually
operated level crossing gates to be opened between Marholm and Etoheér in mind that due to the need
to ride more slowly along the off-road sections, your average sp#dx lower than normal.

Due to the nature of the route, quite detailed maps (1:25,000) are n@edednce Survey Explorer 227
(Peterborough) and 235 (Wisbech & Peterborough North).

If you want any further information, contact Bob at Cyclic.

Crap Cycle Lanes

Cyclist users of the World Wide Web
may well be familiar with Warrington
Cycle Campaign famous " Cycle Facility
of the Month". Now available as a small
book,Crap Cycle Laneshows 50 of the
worst cycle lanes in Britain for just
£4.99. All royalties go to the Cyclists
Defence Fund. Publisher Eye Books.

A must for anyone who thinks that more
cycle lanes is the main way to get more
people cycling. There are far too many
token, worse than useless, facilities.

Facility of the Month website: http://www.warringtoncyclecangoaco.uk/

Our regular meetings continue at 7.30 pm in Coventry's Council Howsabts, cyclists and friends are
welcome to join us on on the second Monday of each month. Upcoming meg@indarch, 14 April, 12 May.
For more details, visit www.coventrycyclist.org.uk or ring Geoog 024 7645 2437 or Brenda on 024 7644
3398.

Please send stories, articles or ideas for future editioheoCoventry Cycligb
GeorgeRiches@CoventryCyclist.org.uk

www.CoventryCyclist.org.uk




